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Application Instructions
Greetings and welcome to the Food Alliance Sustainability Certification Program for Nursery and Greenhouse Production.* Food Alliance accepts applications year-round. However, inspections will only be scheduled when conditions allow for full inspection of production areas, as determined by Food Alliance certification staff and site inspectors.  

Step 1:

Review Food Alliance Sustainability Standard for Nursery and Greenhouse Production and related evaluation criteria, available on the Food Alliance website: www.foodalliance.org/nursery. 

Step 2:

Review and complete this Application. 

Step 3:

Mail your:

· Completed Application
· A payment of $800, which includes a $400 deposit towards inspection costs and an application processing charge. The check or money order should be made payable to Food Alliance.
To: Food Alliance
       PO BOX 1004

      Carnation, WA 98014
Step 4:

Host at Food Alliance inspection. Food Alliance will confirm the receipt of your completed application, and your application will be assigned to one of our qualified nursery inspectors. The assigned inspector will contact you to set up an inspection visit. If you have questions, or require any additional information, please contact: 

Food Alliance

(503) 267-4667

certification@foodalliance.org
*For this application, the terms “nursery,” “nursery producer,” "nursery production," or “nursery operation” include field and container nurseries, as well as greenhouse operations. 

The Certification Process

1. Certification Intake Form

The first step in the Food Alliance certification process is to tell us a little about your operation.  The information you provide in the Certification Intake Form will help determine which evaluation criteria and application modules apply to your operation and allow us to estimate your certification fees.  Review of your information and development of your cost estimate is a free service and does not obligate you in any way.  

2. Application

The second step is to fill out an application. Your application deposit must be submitted with your application for your application to be processed. All documents will then be sent to Food Alliance. 
3. Inspection

The third step of the process is to host an inspection. Food Alliance assigns your application to a qualified Food Alliance inspector with experience in your particular production system.  During the on-site visit, the Food Alliance inspector will verify the information presented in your application and assess your management practices.  Your inspector will contact you to set up your inspection visit.  

4. Review of Inspection Results

The fourth step is a review of the inspection results. During the inspection, your Food Alliance inspector uses the evaluation criteria found in relevant Food Alliance inspection tools to assess your management practices.  Following the inspection, the completed inspection tools and inspection documentation are submitted to Food Alliance.  Based on the inspection findings, Food Alliance reviewers determine if Food Alliance requirements have been met.  

· If the reviewer determines requirements have been met, an Inspection Response Form is issued which lists suggestions for continual improvement.  You will be asked to complete and return the Inspection Response Form to Food Alliance indicating your agreement to implement the suggested improvements.  Once improvement suggestions are finalized and the reviewer issues final approval, Food Alliance certification is issued.  

· If the reviewer determines requirements have not been fully met or additional information is needed, the reviewer will contact you to request additional information and/or assign certification conditions (listed on the Inspection Response Form).  

· If the reviewer determines certification cannot be issued, you will be sent the inspection review findings, with an explanation of the “certification denied” decision.  

5. Certification

The fifth step is the issuance of a certification letter.  Upon final approval, Food Alliance will issue your Food Alliance certification letter. If you are certified as a “Contract Producer or Handler” through another Food Alliance certified entity (e.g., a Food Alliance Certified producer group, grower cooperative, or processing facility), it is your responsibility to provide a copy of your certification letter to the certified entity (called the certificate holder) through which you are certified.  If you are certified independently and will be engaging in a licensing agreement to market Food Alliance certified product(s), Food Alliance will contact you to complete some final steps prior to issuing your Food Alliance certification certificate.  

6. Food Alliance Certification Certificate, Licensing Agreement, and Label Approval (for independent producers and marketers of Food Alliance Certified products)
The final step in the certification process is the issuance of a certificate number and a Food Alliance Certification Certificate.  Food Alliance will assign certificate holders a certificate number and will issue an official Food Alliance certificate which lists products on which certification claims are approved. Food Alliance will countersign the licensing agreement submitted with your application. A copy of the licensing agreement, certification certificate, and licensing fee invoice will be mailed to you.  You will also be sent information on Food Alliance labeling rules, certification seal usage, and certification claims guidance.  All product labels and/or marketing materials asserting Food Alliance certification claims or using the Food Alliance certification seal must be approved prior to use.    
7. Continuing Certification

All Food Alliance certificate holders (producers and handlers) must report sales of Food Alliance Certified products annually and pay calculated licensing fees according to the agreed upon invoicing schedule. Additionally, all Food Alliance Certified producers must update their application and be re-inspected once every 3 years.  Food Alliance certified handlers must update their application and be re-inspected on an annual basis.  

Fee Structure for Nursery Producers

Inspection and licensing fees are assessed as follows.

Inspection Fee
Food Alliance Certified nursery and greenhouse operations are inspected once every 3 years. Inspection fees include the actual cost of inspection (inspector time and travel expenses - which may vary depending upon the location, number of facilities, number of production lines, etc.). Food Alliance requires a processing charge of $400 (which covers review of applications, coordination of the inspection, review of inspection reports, and the recommendation for certification). A payment of $800, which includes a $400 deposit towards inspection costs and the processing charge is due at time of application. The check should be made payable to Food Alliance. The remaining balance for inspection expenses will be invoiced upon issue of the certification decision. A cost estimate of the inspection fee will be provided upon request.
Licensing Fee
Nursery and greenhouse operations marketing Food Alliance Certified products (from their own operation or from other certified operations) pay an annual licensing fee based on a percentage of the operation’s gross annual sales.  The licensing fee percentage is as follows: 

	Gross Sales
	Percentage

	Up to $100,000
	$100 flat fee


Fee on sales from

	$100,000 - $1,000,000
	0.1%

	Additional sales
	0.05%

	LICENSING FEE CAP
	$5,000


Food Alliance licensing fees are invoiced when certification is issued and are applicable to the upcoming year.  Billing options are offered:  fees are billable annually, semi-annually, or quarterly.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

1. Is the information I provide in my application or site inspection made available to anyone else?

No. All documentation and information obtained during the certification process is held in strict confidentiality. Food Alliance site inspectors sign a confidentiality agreement. Food Alliance will not discuss applications or individual certification processes with any individual or government agency. Only those individuals involved in the certification program, including Food Alliance staff, Food Alliance and site inspectors will have access to application records and documents.

2. Do I have to be present during the site visit?

Yes. We ask that all decision makers be present at the time of the site inspection. In addition, we recommend the following to prepare for a site visit:

· Make sure you have ample time for the inspection. It is important that manager(s) are present as well as the person(s) responsible for recordkeeping. It is also important that employees are available for the inspector to interview regarding Safe & Fair Working Conditions criteria. Site inspections typically take from 6-8 hours, depending on the size/acreage of the operation or number of production sites evaluated.

· Have records ready to show site inspector. This includes, but is not limited to, pesticide/herbicide records, federal/state/regional permits or licenses, scouting records, harvest records, and written management plans.

· Be prepared to describe your strategies as they relate to Food Alliance evaluation criteria. Take time to fully review the evaluation criteria for the type of production you wish to certify. All Food Alliance evaluation criteria are accessible on the Food Alliance website. Hard copies can be mailed upon request. 

· Be prepared to walk or drive around your property to show crop production areas, hazardous material/pesticide storage areas, post-harvest handling areas and equipment, machinery, significant vantage points, riparian areas, and other aspects of your operation relevant to the evaluation criteria.

3. Who are Food Alliance Site Inspectors?

Food Alliance engages private, third-party inspectors to perform on-site inspections for the certification program. Food Alliance has developed detailed evaluation documents for inspectors to use. These documents are designed to verify on-nursery practices and management outcomes. The evaluation criteria provide consistency in evaluations performed by multiple inspectors. Qualifications for site inspectors include expertise working in production agriculture or research, educational background in agriculture, and significant knowledge of sustainable/conservation agriculture management for the specific production systems they are inspecting.

4. How long will the application process take?

The application and certification process generally take 8-12 weeks. This timeframe may be extended if applications are received during times of the year when site conditions are not conducive to conducting site inspections, as determined by Food Alliance. The typical timeframe from time of inspection to a certification decision being issued is 5-6 weeks. 

5. I have multiple nurseries or production areas and/or have leased or rented land. Do I need to submit more than one application?

If multiple production units are under uniform management regimes and/or share the same infrastructure, a single application is generally accepted. The Food Alliance Certification Manager will work with the applicant to collect the necessary information to determine if more than one application is required.

6. What happens if I don’t pass?

If an applicant’s operation doesn’t meet the criteria for certification (“Certification Denied”), Food Alliance will give the applicant one year to make changes in practices and procedures. Along with a denial of certification letter, the applicant will be provided an official review form which lists low scoring criteria and general suggestions for improving scores. When the applicant has made the suggested changes and wishes to be re-inspected, s/he must submit a written request for re-inspection to Food Alliance, along with a summary of changes implemented since the initial inspection, and any supporting documentation. 
If a re-inspection is requested within one year of filing the initial application, a new application is not required. Re-inspection of the operation will focus on deficiencies found during the initial inspection. While re-inspection will generally take less time than the initial inspection, the applicant is responsible for covering the “at-cost” expense of the re-inspection. 
7. How will I benefit from Food Alliance Certification?

Participants benefit from the certification program in a variety of ways, depending on the crops or food items they produce and their skill in marketing products as Food Alliance Certified. Our clients report choosing Food Alliance Certification to:

· achieve acknowledgement for a commitment to environmental and social responsibility;

· address buyers' concerns for social and environmental responsibility;

· differentiate and add value to products;

· receive guidance to help the operation be more environmentally and socially responsible;

· protect and enhance the brand;

· access niche market opportunities; and
· increase customer loyalty.
Clients accrue the greatest value from certification when they build marketing and sales strategies that feature their sustainability story backed by Food Alliance Certification.

8. Who creates the evaluation criteria for the Food Alliance certification program?

Food Alliance works with researchers, industry experts, and consultants to create and revise evaluation criteria which are used to evaluate adherence to Food Alliance standards for sustainable agriculture. The practices and concepts found in the evaluation criteria generally come from “best management practices” developed by public agencies and land grant universities. When creating evaluation criteria, the goal is to have producers provide input wherever possible, including testing the standards on their operations. 

9. How was the Food Alliance Sustainability Standard for Nursery and Greenhouse Production developed?

The first step was securing the resources necessary to create the standards, evaluation criteria, and certification infrastructure. Food Alliance secured grants from the following: Meyer Memorial Trust, Bullitt Foundation, Oregon Department of Agriculture Specialty Crop Grant Program, Salmon Safe. The nursery evaluation criteria were developed in collaboration with Don Richards, Applied Horticultural Consultants (www.appliedhortconsulting.com). 
The following individuals reviewed and provided comment on the evaluation criteria**:

· James Altland, Research Horticulturist, Application Technology Research Unit, USDA-ARS

· Sam Doane, Production Horticulturist, J. Frank Schmidt and Son, Co.

· Allan Elliott, Operations Manager, Carlton Plants, LLC.

· Jonathan Frantz, Research Horticulturist, Application Technology Research Unit, USDA-ARS

· Kate Knox, Salmon Safe

· John Lea-Cox, Professor and University Research and Extension Specialist, Plant Science and Landscape Architecture, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Maryland

· John Majsztrik, University of Maryland

· Robin Rosetta, Associate Professor, North Willamette Research and Extension Center, Oregon State University

· Walter Suttle, Monrovia Nursery

· Sarah White, Assistant Professor, Nursery Extension Specialist, School of Agricultural, Forest and Environmental Sciences, Clemson University
** Not all reviewer comments and suggestions were incorporated in the final draft of our evaluation criteria, so recognition of their contribution does not constitute an endorsement.
10. How do I know Food Alliance nursery certification is right for my operation? 

Food Alliance certification best suits producers who: 1) actively manage their operations with environmental and community impacts in mind; 2) have a commitment to continually strive to innovate and do better; and 
3) wish to differentiate their company and its products in the marketplace through thoughtful marketing that highlights their sustainable practices. Producers interested in pursuing Food Alliance Certification should understand that certification is a tool that helps add credibility to their sustainability claims through outside verification to meaningful standards. 
11. What is the certification process for Food Alliance Certified nursery operations and products?

Nursery producers interested in pursuing Food Alliance Certification should first read the Food Alliance Sustainability Standard for Nursery and Greenhouse Production They should also become familiar with the pertinent evaluation criteria (Field Grown, Container, and Greenhouse) and the certification requirements outlined in the Evaluation Tool. These materials are available at: www.foodalliance.org/nursery. 
Once prospective Food Alliance Certified nursery producers are familiar with the standard, evaluation criteria and certification requirements, and feel that certification is right for their operation, they may begin the certification process as outlined in the section above titled “The Certification Process.”  The process includes application, on-site inspection, review of inspection results, receipt of certificate, licensing agreement, and label submission.  Nursery producer application materials are available at: www.foodalliance.org/nursery. 
12. How much does it cost to get Food Alliance Certified?

Food Alliance certification involves an inspection fee to cover the cost of inspection plus a licensing fee assessed as a percentage of sales of certified products.  The fee schedule is outlined in the section above titled “Fee Structure for Nursery Producers.” 
13. How is the certification seal used for Food Alliance Certified plants?

The Food Alliance Certified seal for plants certified to the Sustainability Standard for Nursery and Greenhouse Production is pictured below. 

Guidance on how to display and use the seal can be found in the Food Alliance Certification User Guide. The guide is part of the Food Alliance Handbook, which is available online at: www.foodalliance.org/resources/marketing.
	General Information

	Business Name: 

	Physical Address(es) of all sites:
	

	Mailing Address 
(if different from above): 

	

	Primary Phone: 
	Fax: 

	Email Address: 
	Website: 

	Type of Business:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual “doing business as”: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Partnership. Names of Owners/Partners: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Corporation
 Name of President: 

	Does your operation hold any other certifications?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If “Yes”, please specify: 

	Primary Certification Contact: The person listed below will be the Primary Certification Contact. The person acting as the primary certification contact must have knowledge of the operation’s management practices, and by being listed here will have access to any information contained in the Food Alliance application. The primary certification contact will be the individual to receive all certification related correspondence.

	Name of Primary Contact Responsible for Certification:  

	Title:


	Phone:



	Email Address:


	Mailing Address 
(if different from above): 

	

	Additional Contacts: Additional people may be named as contacts for Food Alliance or inspectors regarding this file, or during the inspection and certification process.  These contacts may be consultants, managers, employees, administrative assistants, etc.  

	Name
	Job Title
	Phone Number
	Authorized to speak on behalf of this company?

	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES


	Background Information

	How did you find out about Food Alliance Certification?



	Please tell us what motivated you to seek Food Alliance Certification, and how you intend to use the certification (e.g., buyer requested certification, meeting customer requests, etc.). 



	Please describe the history of your operation, and how you learned to produce nursery stock.




	Sales and Marketing Information

	1. Who will be the person responsible for marketing your operation’s Food Alliance Certified products?

	Primary marketing contact: 

	Title:


	Phone:



	Email Address:


	Mailing Address 
(if different from above): 

	

	2. Please list the nursery products on which you are seeking Food Alliance certification and related sales and marketing information:

	Container Nursery Products

	Approx. Annual sales volume: $0.00

	Brand(s) product is marketed under: 



	Primary sales outlets for these products (e.g. wholesale, retail garden center, landscaping companies, etc.): 


	Field Grown Nursery Products
	Approx. Annual sales volume: $0.00

	Brand(s) product is marketed under:



	Primary sales outlets for these products (e.g., wholesale, retail garden center, landscaping companies, etc.): 



	Greenhouse Nursery Products
	Approx. Annual sales volume: $0.00

	Brand(s) product is marketed under:



	Primary sales outlets for these products (e.g. wholesale, retail garden center, landscaping companies, etc.): 




	Production and Post-harvest Handling

	1. What is the total acreage of your nursery operation (including both production areas and natural/wooded areas)?

	Total acres:  
Acres owned: 

Acres rented or leased:  

	2. How many production sites do you manage?

	Number of sites: 

	Please provide a description of the proximity of the various production areas to each other, and/or approximate travel time between the various production sites: 



	3. Of your total acreage, how many are in…

	Total acres in nursery production: 

	Acres of: 
Field-Grown Nursery Products: 

Container Nursery Products: 

Greenhouse Nursery Products: 

(list # of greenhouses above)
	Seeking certification?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Avg. # of plants sold annually:


	Acres of woodland: 

Acres of wetlands: 

Miles of streams: 

Acres of ponds or lakes: 

Acres in CRP, WRP, CREP or other conservation programs (please specify): 

Acres of other (please specify): 

	4. Would you also like to obtain Salmon Safe Certification on your nursery products? (For information on Salmon Safe Certification for nurseries see www.salmonsafe.org.)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO


	5. In addition to your nursery products, do you wish to certify any additional crops or livestock? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If you answered “YES” above, please list crops or livestock you wish to certify: 



	6. Other Third-Party Inspections and Certifications

	Is your nursery operation inspected by any local, state, and/or federal regulators (USDA, FDA, state agriculture department, state environmental agency, etc.), or certified by any 3rd party certification programs?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If you answered “YES” above, please list regulators or certifiers, write the date of the last inspection, and attach a copy of the last inspection report with your application.



	7. Is your nursery operation required to maintain any local, state and/or federal licenses or permits?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If you answered “YES” above, please list licenses/permits below and attach a copy current licenses/permits with your application.



	8. Has your nursery operation ever been in violation of any state/local/federal license requirements or regulations?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If you answered “YES” above, please explain.




	9. Are subcontractors used to perform tasks at your operation?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If “YES”, what tasks?



	10. Please explain any post-harvest handling (including mandatory quarantine spraying) that takes place on your operation.

	

	11. Please describe your sales distribution channels (e.g., sell to wholesalers, importers, retailers, etc.).

	

	12. Do you handle any products NOT PRODUCED on your nursery?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO (Skip to next section.)

	13. Do you handle or pack products from other non-Food Alliance Certified producers?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO, the other producers are Food Alliance Certified/ will be applying for certification.

	If you answered “YES” above, please explain how you ensure Food Alliance Certified products are not commingled with non-Food Alliance Certified products during handling and packing/labeling?




	Nursery Maps/Aerial Photos 

	Nursery Maps or Aerial Photos of your nursery operation are an integral part of your application. We ask that you identify several features on your maps that will help describe your soil and water conservation, integrated pest management, and wildlife habitat and biodiversity conservation practices. Please sketch below or attach a map of your operation. If you do not have maps, they can often be obtained from your local conservation district office. Maps may also be available from the following websites:

Google Earth: http://www.google.com/earth

	Please identify the following features on your maps:


Structural Features:


Environmentally Sensitive and/or Erosion-Prone Areas:


Wildlife Habitat & Biodiversity Conservation Areas:

	· Woodland/natural areas, hedgerows, ponds, streams, fallow fields, food plots, predator and pollinator habitat. Please also identify the following, as is applicable to your operation. 
· Areas of high biodiversity value (priority habitats such as wetland or remnant prairie; habitat for or presence of threatened or endangered species, connectivity to larger natural areas, water resources).

· Problem areas: nursery features that threaten native biodiversity, including areas of invasive weeds or high erosion. 

· Relevant features from the landscape surrounding the nursery, including natural areas, restoration projects, public lands, etc.


	Fixed Evaluation Criteria 

	Food Alliance Fixed Standards provide the first level of screening for acceptance into the Food Alliance Certification program. All the following fixed standards must be adhered to.

	1. No GMO seeds or plant materials are used.

	Check the following as applicable:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 There are no GMO seeds or plant materials produced on the nursery. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 GMO seeds and/or plant materials are produced on the nursery. 

	2. 2. prohibited pesticides are used.

	The Food Alliance Prohibited Pesticide List (PPL) is based on the WHO Recommended Classification of Pesticides by Hazard (2009). The PPL consists of materials classified as extremely hazardous or highly hazardous on the WHO list that are registered for use by the USEPA. Exceptions will be allowed if the use of a material on the PPL is required by law or by required for export. The PPL is in Appendix 1, at the end of the application materials. Please review the list carefully.

Check the following as applicable:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prohibited pesticides are not used on the operation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prohibited pesticides are used on the operation, but crops receiving these pesticides will not be sold as Food Alliance certified products.

	3. Continual Improvement

	Food Alliance Certified producers are required to set goals and assess their progress toward these goals by monitoring for impacts of decisions on their nursery, family, employees and the environment. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am committed to continually improving the management practices of my nursery in the interest of environmental health, worker welfare and the overall success of my business.


	Salmon Safe Certification Criteria 

	If you are seeking Salmon Safe certification of your nursery operation, please complete this section.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A Not seeking Salmon Safe Certification – skip to next section.

	1. For each production system, the following boxes must ALL BE CHECKED for the applicant to claim Salmon Safe certification, to make Salmon Safe-related marketing claims or to use any Salmon Safe promotional materials, such as seals, etc. If the operation does not use a particular production system, mark that system N/A.

	A. Field Production
	Standard Area: Soil and water conservation

	Evaluation Criteria: Stream channel protection and restoration

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Stream crossings avoid filling, excavating, or straightening stream channels.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New stream crossings are designed to avoid impacts to in-stream habitat and allow for fish passage where appropriate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New stream crossings are designed to avoid constriction of floodwater conveyance during 25-year, 24-hour storm events.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unnecessary removal of woody debris is avoided.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disconnection of off-channel wetlands and ponds is avoided.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Where anadromous fish are present, irrigation diversion structures on the operation are designed to allow adult and juvenile fish passage and do not trap fish.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing channels are protected from new impacts such as filling and excavation, straightening, unnecessary stream crossings, excessive stormwater runoff from nursery operations or disturbed areas.

Evaluation Criteria: Buffer strips around waterways (natural and constructed)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 As the slope of the adjoining field increases, the width of the riparian buffer zone is increased to adequately protect the riparian area from erosion and run-off. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Riparian buffer zones are sufficiently vegetated to prevent the movement of agricultural chemicals, organics, nutrients and sediment from adjoining fields into surface waters.

Evaluation Criteria: Irrigation water conservation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery work on diversions, including installing and servicing pumps and intakes, occurs only when salmon are not present in streams, during approved in-stream work periods, and in accordance with state and local regulations and permits.

Evaluation Criteria: Soil erosion prevention

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Signs of soil erosion are minimal or absent, and there is no evidence of sediment transport to downstream waterways.

	B. Container Production
	Standard Area: Soil and water conservation for all areas

	Evaluation Criteria: Stream channel protection and restoration

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Stream crossings avoid filling, excavating, or straightening stream channels.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New stream crossings are designed to avoid impacts to in-stream habitat and allow for fish passage where appropriate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New stream crossings are designed to avoid constriction of floodwater conveyance during 25-year, 24-hour storm events.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unnecessary removal of woody debris is avoided.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disconnection of off-channel wetlands and ponds is avoided.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Where anadromous fish are present, irrigation diversion structures on the operation are designed to allow adult and juvenile fish passage and do not trap fish.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing channels are protected from new impacts such as filling and excavation, straightening, unnecessary stream crossings, excessive stormwater runoff from nursery operations or disturbed areas.

Evaluation Criteria: Buffer strips around waterways (natural and constructed)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 As the slope of the adjoining field increases, the width of the riparian buffer zone is increased to adequately protect the riparian area from erosion and run-off. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Riparian buffer zones are sufficiently vegetated to prevent the movement of agricultural chemicals, organics, nutrients and sediment from adjoining fields into surface waters.

Evaluation Criteria: Irrigation water conservation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery work on diversions, including installing and servicing pumps and intakes, occurs only when salmon are not present in streams, during approved in-stream work periods, and in accordance with state and local regulations and permits.

Evaluation Criteria: Soil erosion prevention

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Signs of soil erosion are minimal or absent, and there is no evidence of sediment transport to downstream waterways.

	C.  Greenhouse Production
	Standard Area: Soil and water conservation for inside greenhouses

	Evaluation Criteria: Irrigation water conservation 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Greenhouse works on diversions, including installing and servicing pumps and intakes, occurs only when salmon are not present in streams, during approved in-stream work periods, and in accordance with state and local regulations and permits. 

	
	Standard Area: Soil and water conservation for all areas outside greenhouses

	Evaluation Criteria: Stream channel protection and restoration 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Stream crossings avoid filling, excavating, or straightening stream channels.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New stream crossings are designed to avoid impacts to in-stream habitat and allow for fish passage where appropriate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New stream crossings are designed to avoid constriction of floodwater conveyance during 25-year, 24-hour storm events.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unnecessary removal of woody debris is avoided.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disconnection of off-channel wetlands and ponds is avoided.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Where anadromous fish are present, irrigation diversion structures on the operation are designed to allow adult and juvenile fish passage and do not trap fish.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing channels are protected from new impacts such as filling and excavation, straightening, unnecessary stream crossings, excessive stormwater runoff from nursery operations or disturbed areas.

Evaluation Criteria: Buffer strips around waterways (natural and constructed)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 As the slope of the adjoining field increases, the width of the riparian buffer zone is increased to adequately protect the riparian area from erosion and run-off. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Riparian buffer zones are sufficiently vegetated to prevent the movement of agricultural chemicals, organics, nutrients and sediment from adjoining fields into surface waters.

Evaluation Criteria: Soil erosion prevention

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Signs of soil erosion are minimal or absent, and there is no evidence of sediment transport to downstream waterways



	2. Salmon Safe HIGH HAZARD PESTICIDE LIST

	Certain pesticides are a serious threat to salmon and other aquatic life. In addition to killing fish, these pesticides at sub-lethal concentrations can stress juveniles, alter swimming ability, interrupt schooling behaviors, cause salmon to seek sub-optimal water temperatures, inhibit seaward migration and delay spawning. All these behavioral changes ultimately affect survival rates. 
The following table lists many of the pesticides known to cause problems for salmon and other fish. The list includes chemicals that could be used in nursery and greenhouse applications that are listed with the EPA in various risk categories. Use this chart to help identify pesticides that require special consideration. Please note that this chart lists only some of the currently available pesticides in common usage. 

A nursery using any of the pesticides indicated as “High Hazard” below may be certified only if Salmon-Safe’s variance request form (see Appendix 2) is submitted in advance demonstrating a clear need for use of the pesticide, that no safer alternatives exist, that the method of application (such as timing, location, and amount used) represents a negligible risk to water quality and fish habitat, and that the landowner has consulted with university extension or comparable technical expert.


	Salmon Safe “HIGH HAZARDOUS” Agricultural Pesticides

	1,3-dichloropropene 
2,4-D 
Abamectin 
Acephate 
Altacor 
Atrazine 
Azinphos-Methyl 
Bensulide 
Bentazon 
Bifenazate 
Bifenthrin 
Bromoxynil 
Carbaryl 
Carbofuran 
Carboximide 
Carboxin 
Carfentrazone-ethyl 
Chlorothalonil 
Chlorpyrifos 
Copper Sulfate* 

Coumaphos 
	1,3-dichloropropene 
2,4-D 
Abamectin 
Acephate 
Altacor 
Atrazine 
Azinphos-Methyl 
Bensulide 
Bentazon 
Bifenazate 
Bifenthrin 
Bromoxynil 
Carbaryl 
Carbofuran 
Carboximide 
Carboxin 
Carfentrazone-ethyl 
Chlorothalonil 
Chlorpyrifos 
Copper Sulfate* 

Coumaphos 
	1,3-dichloropropene 
2,4-D 
Abamectin 
Acephate 
Altacor 
Atrazine 
Azinphos-Methyl 
Bensulide 
Bentazon 
Bifenazate 
Bifenthrin 
Bromoxynil 
Carbaryl 
Carbofuran 
Carboximide 
Carboxin 
Carfentrazone-ethyl 
Chlorothalonil 
Chlorpyrifos 
Copper Sulfate* 

Coumaphos 
	1,3-dichloropropene 
2,4-D 
Abamectin 
Acephate 
Altacor 
Atrazine 
Azinphos-Methyl 
Bensulide 
Bentazon 
Bifenazate 
Bifenthrin 
Bromoxynil 
Carbaryl 
Carbofuran 
Carboximide 
Carboxin 
Carfentrazone-ethyl 
Chlorothalonil 
Chlorpyrifos 
Copper Sulfate* 

Coumaphos 

	*Salmon-Safe restrictions apply to any copper-containing pesticide including copper hydroxide, copper ammonium hydroxide, copper carbonate, and copper oxide, and others. 
P: Pending Review. This list is based on EPA hazard level for fish and fish habitat. It is revised as pesticide registrations are updated and as more environmental data becomes available


	Management Practices and Scored Evaluation Criteria


Tables: Provided to list inputs (fertilizer, pesticides, etc.) used in your nursery operation.

and/or

	1. Plan Templates: Templates for Integrated Pest Management activities and Wildlife Habitat & Biodiversity Conservation are designed to help you describe your operation’s specific management challenges and approach to these issues. 


2. Evaluation criteria: A list of criteria an inspector will use to evaluate your management practices, along with a checkbox list of indicators which are examples of practices that meet each of the criteria objectives.  As you read through the evaluation criteria and related management practices, please check all appropriate boxes and/or language that best fit your operation. You do not need to check all boxes. Please check only those practices/management techniques currently used on your operation. If an evaluation criterion is non-applicable to your operation, please write “N/A” (non-applicable) next to the practice. Additionally, in the “Other” checkbox, please list any additional practices (not included in the list) that you employ on your operation. 


	Integrated Pest and Weed Management Practices

	Background: Food Alliance Certified producers make informed decisions regarding pest, disease, and weed management and pesticide/herbicide/fungicide use. They employ cultural and biological prevention strategies to reduce or eliminate the need for chemical applications, and thus minimize negative impacts on the surrounding ecosystem. When chemical applications are needed, they select effective materials with fewer known environmental and health hazards. Food Alliance Certified producers properly maintain application equipment to ensure precise applications and monitor weather conditions to prevent drift. When combined, these practices create an Integrated Pest and Weed Management (IPM) strategy adapted to local conditions.

	1. Please describe your approach and overall goals for pest, disease, and/or weed management on your operation:

	

	2. Describe how your pest/disease/weed management approach minimizes negative impacts on the surrounding ecosystem:

	


	3. Please list the major insect pests you’ve treated for and type of treatment used (both chemical and non-chemical methods) in the last three years. This section is essential to the on-site inspection. A complete listing will save time during the inspection.

	Crop Name:  (or pasture/rangeland)


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	If you use chemical pest controls, describe your system for deciding when and what kind to apply:




	4. Please list diseases you’ve treated for (chemical and non-chemical methods) in the last three years. This section is essential to the on-site inspection. A complete list will save time during the inspection.

	Crop Name:  (or pasture/rangeland)


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	Crop Name: 


	Insect Name and treatment:


	Insect Name and treatment:



	If you use chemical disease controls, describe your system for deciding when and how much to apply:




	5. Please list weeds for which you treated for (chemical and non-chemical methods) in the last three years. This section is essential to the on-site inspection. A complete list will save time during the inspection.

	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	Weed Name:


	Treatment(s):



	If you use chemical weed controls, describe your system for deciding when and how much to apply:




	Reducing Pesticide Usage Evaluation Criteria

	Continuing Education for Reducing Chemical Usage

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manager or contractor (private, state, or county applicator) is a licensed private applicator, and meets all continuing education requirements for licensed private applicators. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Producer/manager consults crop advisors, extension agents, pest control consultants/coordinators and/or other agricultural specialists as needed.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Producer/manager attends education seminars on the following subject matters (check below, as appropriate): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Biological pest control
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low risk pesticides
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pesticide application safety
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Techniques to reduce amount of pesticides applied
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pest and disease management
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	IPM Planning 

	Check all that apply.
Please indicate if the following preventative measures are used to reduce pest problems:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pest and disease resistant varieties are used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Field scouting is practiced by a certified IPM practitioner.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Crop rotation is practiced.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Site selection is a criterion for crop establishment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Canopy humidity management (plant density, irrigation, raised beds) is practiced.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Field insect/disease/weed population sampling informs pest management.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Field sanitation is practiced as a preventative measure.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Insect/disease/weed phenology/degree day modeling or other management tool informs pest management decisions.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Trap crops are used for capturing harmful insects or as harbors for beneficial insects.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 



	Site Monitoring / Field Scouting and Weather Monitoring 

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Crops/fields are regularly scouted or sampled for insects, diseases, weeds and disorders. There is evidence that threshold monitoring is an important part of the pest management process. Indicate monitoring/scouting methods below that are used: (Check as appropriate.)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pheromone traps 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sticky traps

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sweep nets

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hand lenses/binoculars

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Flags marking field sampling locations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scouting records or notes are maintained

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Problem areas are scouted at least twice per year. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Important weather parameters are monitored, and pesticides are not applied when weather conditions are not appropriate (e.g., wind or precipitation episodes are expected.).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Weather data is used to schedule pesticide applications for weather-dependent pests (phenology or degree-day models).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Lowest Effective Application Rates /Pesticide Selection, Justification, and Resistance Management

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pesticide application rates are selected according to manufacturer’s label.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduced dosage strategies are employed when the target pest does not require complete coverage. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Only pesticides registered in the state as approved for target pests and crop are used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pesticide mixtures prohibited by the label are not used. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The timing of applications and selection of pesticide materials correspond with scouting records or monitoring. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No materials labeled “Danger” are used to control pests.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All pesticides used that are at risk of developing pest resistance are mixed or alternated with other pesticides of a different chemical class/mode of action, starting with the first year of use. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 



	Pesticide Recordkeeping

	Note: Pesticide records are a key element of the inspection process and are the only way inspectors can verify activities of the past. 
Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manager can show that all legal requirements for pesticide recordkeeping are met. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Copies of pesticide application records (taken by a commercial company, government agency or the manager) are maintained on site and include the following information: (Check as appropriate.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Crop growth stage

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pest growth stage including densities. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Purpose of the pesticide treatment, i.e., target pest

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Threshold used to guide pesticide treatment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Current weather data, e.g., weather conditions on day of application

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effectiveness of pesticide treatment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Current weather data during treatment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Calibration of Application Equipment and Pesticide Drift Management

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Application equipment that can be calibrated (insecticide, fungicide, herbicide application equipment) is calibrated at least once per year. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Applications are made only with equipment designed for that use. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nozzles are checked and replaced when necessary.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Products are mixed according to label directions.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Surfactants are used to minimize drift when recommended by the label.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Applications are made only under weather conditions that minimize off-site movement (e.g., low wind speed, not raining).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 



	Hazardous Material Storage

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Storage facilities for hazardous materials (pesticides, fertilizers, fuel, lubricants) meet legal requirements (where applicable). 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hazardous materials are stored in original, clearly labeled containers.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Long-term storage is at least 150 ft. away from wells and 200 ft. away from surface water or sources of flame.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Storage size and organization is adequate to separate flammables from other materials.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pesticides are organized by insecticides, herbicides, etc 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Containers are organized to prevent spillage when storing/removing materials. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hazardous materials are stored away from shellfish seed and other materials/inputs that may come in contact with the marine environment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Storage area is clearly marked on the outside with warning signs.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Flammables are kept out of direct sunlight. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dry materials are stored above liquids. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Storage area is locked.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Storage area has a sealed floor.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Storage area is well ventilated (no strong chemical smell).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Inventory is managed on a first-in, first-out basis.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 



	Soil & Water Conservation Management Practices 

	Background: Food Alliance Certified producers protect water and soil resources by using methods such as: creating buffer zones along waterways, reducing chemical and sediment runoff, managing animal wastes to prevent ground and/or surface water contamination, managing grazing, and using tillage practices that conserve organic matter and soil aggregation. Food Alliance Certified producers conserve water by encouraging infiltration and storage of rainfall in the soil and increase irrigation water efficiency through soil moisture monitoring and the use of new irrigation technologies. Food Alliance Certified producers reduce erosion and protect soils by optimizing plant cover throughout the year, by establishing permanent vegetative cover in orchards and vineyards, by using pastures, rangeland, and rotational grazing, and by selecting tillage technologies that minimize degradation of soil quality.

	1. What are your overall goals or philosophy for soil and water conservation?

	

	2. How do you manage your land to encourage infiltration and storage of precipitation (rain and snow) in the soil, and to prevent run-off?

	


	Soil and Water Conservation Evaluation Criteria

	Continuing Education for Soil and Water Resource Conservation 

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General interest publications are frequently reviewed (newspapers and general newsletters, etc.) to keep abreast of resource conservation issues.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Where relevant national or state-wide best management practices (BMP’s) exist, nursery manager can describe which BMP’s are meaningful to their operation and how they have been incorporated .

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager can discuss and communicate technical knowledge of the following specific soil and water conservation issues. Check below, as applicable: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Erosion prevention strategies

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nutrient budgets

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Innovative irrigation systems and management

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil quality monitoring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Precision application of plant nutrients

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Incorporation of crop residue or compost

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Riparian habitat and buffer zones around surface waters

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil building crop rotations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil ecology and biota

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager participates (or has participated in the last 5 years) in on-site testing of soil and/or water conservation strategies to evaluate their usefulness or participates in a local or regional water quality council or organization.

	Stream channel protection and restoration (applies where nursery has management control over streams on or adjacent to nursery-managed property)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A: There are no streams on or adjacent to nursery-managed property, or nursery has no management control over streams on or adjacent to nursery-managed property.
Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager can describe appropriate management techniques for restoration and protection of stream channels and in-stream habitat. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager has a basic written plan for, or can describe how, nursery operations protect, and, where possible, enhance stream channel morphology and function. Check below, as applicable:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing levees have been removed or are set back to avoid encroaching on the floodplain.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unnatural in-stream barriers to fish and wildlife have been removed, or plans are in place to remove them.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Stream crossings avoid filling, excavating, or straightening stream channels.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New stream crossings are designed to avoid impacts to in-stream habitat and allow for fish passage where appropriate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New stream crossings are designed to avoid constriction of floodwater conveyance during 25-year, 24-hour storm events.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unnecessary removal of woody debris is avoided.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disconnection of off-channel wetlands and ponds is avoided.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Where appropriate, irrigation diversion structures are designed to allow adult and juvenile fish passage and do not trap fish.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing channels are protected from new impacts such as filling and excavation, straightening, unnecessary stream crossings, excessive stormwater runoff from nursery operations or disturbed areas.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Buffer strips around waterways

	Check all that apply:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cultivated areas alongside waterways have been managed to achieve the following greater than 25 feet from water’s edge:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sedimentation appears to be contained by the buffer

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Stream banks seem stable with no evidence of banks collapsing into the watercourse

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 As the slope of the adjoining field increases, the width of the riparian buffer zone is increased to adequately protect the riparian area from erosion and run-off. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Riparian buffer zones are sufficiently vegetated to prevent the movement of agricultural chemicals, organics, nutrients and sediment from adjoining fields into surface waters. Check all that apply: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grass filter strips have been established and maintained in fields above waterway.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Riparian buffer areas are an average of 35-feet or more in width.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The use of buffers and upland erosion-control measures has resulted in the prevention of the movement of sediment, nutrients, organics and pesticides beyond the edge of the field.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Where water temperatures are an issue, buffer vegetation is managed to provide shade.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Where appropriate, buffer vegetation provides wood recruitment, leaf litter supply, stream bank stability and filtration of sediment to maintain aquatic habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Soil erosion prevention

	Check all that apply:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil erosion is monitored regularly 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If erosion is present or reported, the following landscape improvements or cultural practices are employed: Check all that apply:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Diversion ditches

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Terracing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contour plowing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contour buffer strips

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Strip-cropping

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cross wind trap strips or herbaceous wind barriers for wind erosion control

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Windbreaks/shelterbelts for wind erosion control

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery pond or wetland managed as sediment trap.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The following additional erosion prevention strategies are integrated into the production system. Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mulches are used for weed suppression and moisture retention.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Organic matter (e.g. manures, composts) is incorporated into container media.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Perennial crops are integrated into non-production areas.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Containment ponds are utilized, and the water reused on site.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cover crops or inter-seeding are used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No-till, direct-seed, mulch-till, strip-till or other restricted tillage system is used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Crop residue is retained on field during critical erosion period.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mulches are used. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Organic matter (e.g. manures, composts) is incorporated into fields.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Perennial crops are integrated into the production cycle.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Long-term crops, like alfalfa, are incorporated into the rotation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A ley crop is included in the rotation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Conservation crop rotation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Tillage Selection Practices and Soil Compaction Prevention

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A tillage system that conserves soil (lessens soil erosion and compaction) and/or improves soil health is used on the nursery. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tillage is restricted to specific portions of fields (e.g. strip tillage).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activities involving heavy machinery are not performed when soils are wet.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vehicles are operated with improved load distributions.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cover crops are planted to improve drainage and increase the tilth of the soil.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manures or compost are added to soils on a regular basis to improve tilth.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Irrigation Systems

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fields with furrow irrigation have been laser leveled.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fields with furrow irrigation use gated head pipe.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Center pivot systems use drop nozzles.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sprinkler systems make use of low pressure, micro-sprinklers.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Drip irrigation / trickle tape is used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Flood irrigation is used with gated pipe and perennial cover. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil moisture sensors are used to monitor moisture.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Crop modeling is used to predict plant demand. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A weather data information system is used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Water Conservation

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Irrigation activities consider soil moisture, soil type, and infiltration rates.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Weather information is factored into the timing of irrigation activities. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Crop demand is factored into irrigation activities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Drought resistant varieties are selected.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil moisture is conserved through reduced tillage and soil organic matter conservation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Crops are produced without irrigation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mulches and ground covers are used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manures (animal and/or green) are incorporated into fields. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Water is collected and recycled for other uses. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Operation participates in a local or regional body responsible for water issues.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Soil Organic Matter Management

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No-till, strip-till, or other restricted tillage practice is used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cover crops are planted.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Use of mulches (natural or synthetic).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regular additions of organic matter (e.g. animal manures, green manures, composts).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Strip cropping with annuals and perennials.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Integration of perennial crops 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Banding or split applications of fertilizers.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      


	Conserving and Recycling Nutrients Management Practices

	Background: Food Alliance Certified producers conserve and recycle nutrients by converting organic wastes into productive uses and by seeking ways to generate nutrients on the operation through such methods as cover cropping, on-site composting, and integrating livestock into nursery production, where appropriate. While chemical fertilizer applications may be necessary to bring soil nutrient levels into proper balance, management practices lead to decreased use of commercial fertilizers over time.

	1. Please describe your overall philosophy regarding nutrient management on your operation:

	     

	2. Please list any chemical fertilizer inputs used in the last 3 years:

	Crop name:
     
	Chemical fertilizer application(s)--type and rate:

     

	Crop name:
     
	Chemical fertilizer application(s)--type and rate:

     

	Crop name:
     
	Chemical fertilizer application(s)--type and rate:

     

	Crop name:
     
	Chemical fertilizer application(s)--type and rate:

     

	Crop name:
     
	Chemical fertilizer application(s)--type and rate:

     

	Crop name:
     
	Chemical fertilizer application(s)--type and rate:

     


	Nutrient Management Evaluation Criteria

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plant tissue testing is completed at regular intervals appropriate to the crop.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil pH is monitored and adjusted to ensure proper nutrient availability and uptake.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil is tested to determine fertilizer application rates.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If relevant national or state-wide best management practices (BMP’s) exist, nursery can describe which BMP’s are meaningful to their operation and how they have been incorporated.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager considers soil type, previous crops, expected yields, and manures/composts in fertilizer applications and account for these in nutrient budgets. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Split and /or banded applications are used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Organic fertilizers are used (e.g. animal manures, green manures).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mulching is used to reduce nutrient leaching. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has a nutrient management plan describing nutrients used by crops/forage and (if applicable) those produced by animals. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has worked with local agencies to develop the plan and implement steps to balance nutrients on the nursery.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      


	Operational Efficiencies Management Practices

	Background: Food Alliance Certified producers monitor dependence on natural resources for energy and transport, and reliance on materials needed for daily operations on an ongoing basis. Efficiency increases over time. Waste streams are minimized while reuse and recycling of materials is maximized.

	1. Please describe your overall philosophy regarding increasing operational efficiencies on your operation:

	     

	2. Please list any specific examples of operation efficiencies implemented within the past 5 years on your operation and/or implementation of recycling or reuse programs:

	     


	Operational Efficiencies Evaluation Criteria

	Continuing education for operational efficiencies

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager demonstrates knowledge about recycling/reuse options, energy efficiency, low-impact packaging, or other means for achieving efficiencies and reducing negative social and environmental impacts of the nursery operation. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific actions have been taken to capture efficiencies and reduce negative social and environmental impacts of the nursery operation.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager participates in either on-site testing of operational efficiencies strategies to evaluate their usefulness, or, participates in a local or regional water quality council or organization.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Reuse and recycle

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles or reuses waste or byproducts from the operation. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has a systematic method of recycling or reusing waste or byproducts from part of the nursery operation. Check as appropriate.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles all paper products including office paper, refuse from lunch rooms, field trash, old catalogs, stationary, cardboard, etc.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles metals. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery composts, recycles and reuses some plant and/or yard debris.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles and reuses some equipment oils.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles and reuses some grain or hay straw after harvest.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles and reuses some other local nursery waste or byproducts.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles wood pallets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles some plastics (e.g., triple rinsed pesticide containers, poly from greenhouses, used pots, shade cloth, chip-bud and tying tape, grow tubes, tree labels, packaging, banding, etc.).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery recycles some tree-tying twine.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery reuses cedar shavings from cedar shingle industry.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery reuses sawdust from lumber industry.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery reuses or sells some vegetative trimmings.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 



	Energy efficiency

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery reduces greenhouse gas emissions by using renewable energy sources to meet 10% of electricity demands or engages in at least a 2-year contract for the purchase of 35% of electricity from renewable energy sources.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager has a detailed plan, or systematic method of energy efficiency auditing in part of the nursery operation. Check as appropriate.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery demonstrates that the energy use during the 3 most recent years is at least 25% less than the average energy use over the previous ten years.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery uses high efficiency measures when operating its equipment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery uses occupancy sensors, fluorescent, metal halide or other energy efficient lighting and audits their use.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery uses variable frequency drive pumps and controls, and variable speed pumps for irrigation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery uses drip irrigation and/or high efficiency sprinklers and nozzles for irrigation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery captures and reuses rainwater runoff from roofs and parking lots.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery uses high efficiency heating, air conditioning and ventilation systems in its offices, greenhouses and warehouses.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery uses high efficiency insulation in its offices, greenhouses, and warehouses including thermal curtains where appropriate. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery partners with an energy efficiency alliance or similar organization to prioritize nursery efforts for resource management.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Nursery utilizes best management practices for compliance with the Climate Friendly Nurseries Project (CFNP).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 


	Low-impact packaging

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager has a plan, or systematic method of using low-impact packaging in the nursery operation.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery demonstrates that the use of low-impact packaging during the 3 most recent years is at least 25% more than the use of conventional packaging over the previous ten years.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery demonstrates a method to minimize waste streams while maximizing the reuse and recycling of materials in their daily operation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 



	Safe & Fair Working Conditions Management Practices

	Background: Food Alliance Certified producers develop nursery employment policies in order to establish open channels for communicating with employees about such issues as workplace safety and job satisfaction. They provide incentives and opportunities for the development of employee skills and incorporate quality of life issues into daily decision making for themselves, their families, and employees.

	1. What is your philosophy for developing human resources and/or enhancing quality of life issues on your nursery?

	

	2. How many workers does your operation employ?

	Total number of employees: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This operation does not have any employees. 
(Skip to next section.)

	Full-time employees: 
	Seasonal or part-time employees: 

	3. How long, on average, have these employees worked for you?
	

	4. Are any employee family members? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If “YES”, how many?

	5. Do you use labor contractors?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	6. In the past five years have you been cited for violations by OSHA, Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI), or any other authorities?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If yes, what was the citation for, how did you address the citation, and what is your current status?



	7. Please list any special services or benefits you provide for your employees.

	

	8. Do you provide housing for your employees?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	If “YES”, please describe:



	9. Please indicate your human resources policies and practices in the following table:

	Human Resources Policies
	Written policy
	Verbally communicated
	

	Do you have a grievance policy, encouraging employees to raise concerns without fear of termination?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	Do you have a policy encouraging employees to suggest ways to improve the workplace?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	Do you have a policy expressing a willingness to receive suggestions from third-party representatives?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	Do you have a policy that gives employees flexibility in the case of family emergencies?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	Do you have a policy that keeps non-employees and under working age children out of the fields and/or workplace?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	Do you have a discipline process and policy?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	Are workers given job offer terms/contracts?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	Do you have a safety policy and/or program?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	Are nursery policies and job expectations communicated to employees prior to start date?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO


	Safe & Fair Working Conditions Evaluation Criteria 

	Minors, children, and family members in the workplace

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If legal minors are employed, they only work during non-school hours.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Special training is provided for minors and/or nursery family’s children (see 4-H guidelines for child safety on operations).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Children of nursery family, when engaged in nursery activities are directly supervised or assisted by adults.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Written policy is in place to prevent children or visitors from entering working areas without supervision.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If non-family member minors are employed, employer communicates with parents of minors regarding the employment of their children.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer provides childcare for employees’ children.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Grievance Procedures and Policies/Recognizing and Supporting Employee Input

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A management policy exists that allows/encourages employees to raise concerns or grievances without fear of termination. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Written policy is in place which encourages employee input on workplace conditions and suggestions for improvement.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Written grievance policy is in place which describes the procedure for reporting a grievance and steps that will be taken by the owner/manager to address the employee concern.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employees are directed to a designated individual with whom to raise concerns/grievances.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If needed, employer can speak with employee in native language, or someone on staff is available to translate.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer or manager encourages employees to discuss work place issues.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Operator supports group activities with space for meeting and/or time set aside during the workday for meetings.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Nursery Worker Support Services 

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Owner/manager is willing to meet with groups of employees and/or third parties to improve workplace conditions.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer is willing to meet with community groups to discuss health and welfare issues.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer works with outside groups to ID training needs and/or safety concerns.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Discipline Process 

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A written discipline policy is in place and is distributed to new hires 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Owner/managers follow discipline policy and all meetings regarding disciplinary issues/actions are documented.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Firing of an employee comes at the end of a stepped, progressive discipline process.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Nondiscrimination policy

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A written policy describing non-discrimination practices is in place and is written/posted in a manner consistent with the law. The following items are discussed (check as appropriate):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Age      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Race      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Third party affiliation      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Religion      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gender      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sexual orientation
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National origin      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disability      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Hiring practices and communicating expectations and policies

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The nursery communicates job expectations and policies at the time of hire. Check the following, as appropriate:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Expectations and policies are in English and applicable language for non-English speakers. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New employees are given a sign off sheet acknowledging receipt of the policies.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer gives some limited job training and orientation specific to tasks. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer has an orientation checklist that is kept on file to keep a record of orientation/training activities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer shows educational materials such as videos, manuals, etc, for safety and/or tasks specific to the jobs. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer has taken a cultural sensitivity class to better relate with employees.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Work Force Development and New Skills Training 

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer allows limited unpaid leave for employees to pursue training. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer encourages workplace training by providing direct pay or paid time off or tuition for job related educational activities. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer offers direct pay or paid leave and tuition to employees for training relevant to required tasks.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Compensation practices

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer adjusts piece rates to reward seniority or performance or changing crop conditions.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer gives bonuses to reward productivity of the group.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer shares profits.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer distributes work opportunities fairly, not giving favorite workers best opportunities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer conducts regular performance evaluations and rewards good performance with pay raises.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 When employer gives pay advances to employees, they have a system to communicate the expectations to prevent confusion on the part of the employee. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer gives bonus wages to reward excellent work.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Employee benefits 

	Check all that apply:

The following employee benefits are provided by the operation: (check below, as appropriate).
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Health insurance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disability insurance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Life insurance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Subsidizes cost of or provides transportation to employees

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Arranges for community groups to provide assistance to workers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sick pay

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vacation pay 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduced cost housing for full time employees

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Housing allowance, special compensation to cover housing costs 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Migrant worker/temporary worker housing at reduced rates

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer gives bonus wages to reward excellent work

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Worker housing and family support services

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer provides housing and housing meets legal standards. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer keeps a list of community resources to give to employees.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer keeps a list of housing opportunities to give to employees. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer offers childcare services or stipend.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer participates at a high level (leadership, donations, etc.) in community groups dedicated to increasing housing opportunities or family support services. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer donates money and other resources to local housing groups or family support services.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Pesticide/herbicide applicator safety and Hazardous materials emergency management

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All legal requirements are met for protection of handler/applicators and others who handle hazardous materials.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 When applicable, workers handling solvents, fertilizers, etc., with potential to cause injury, are provided appropriate safety equipment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All state or local legal requirements (if applicable) are met for emergency management of spills, fires or other emergencies related to hazardous materials.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Emergency washing facilities (this can include the operator’s home) such as showers, eyewash and spare clean clothing are provided near storage, mixing/loading and application sites.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 An emergency management plan is in place which contains: (check as appropriate) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Identification and phone numbers for persons who should be contacted.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Procedures and equipment to be used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Copies of complete labels and SDS sheets of hazardous materials used.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Location of fixed storage sites.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Sanitation and General Safety

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer provides clean drinking water and clean latrines with handwashing stations to workers in fields and/or working areas.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Handwashing stations or facilities have soap and water.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employers provide safety training consistent with the law.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer provides a shower facility with warm water for employees to wash and change after the workday. (This can include the operator’s home.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer contracts with professional firms to provide safety training.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer has developed training checklists specific to jobs to ensure each employee gets training.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer sets goals for safety and tracks success.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employer gives bonuses when safety goals are met.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 



	Wildlife Habitat & Biodiversity Conservation Management Practices

	Background: Food Alliance Certified producers foster vegetative cover, food, and water resources necessary for habitat by using methods such as establishing or maintaining biological corridors, managing mowing and grazing cycles, and restoring or protecting wetlands, prairies, and woodlands. They take steps to provide habitat for beneficial insects to reduce the need for insecticides. Predator control is managed using least impact possible, and trapping/slaughter is only used as a last resort.

	1. What is your overall strategy for maintaining and/or increasing wildlife habitat and riparian areas on your nursery?

	

	2. Wildlife Habitat and Biodiversity Conservation Plan Template 

	Completion of Sections A and B below is required. Completion of Sections C-F is recommended, but if you do not presently have this information, please indicate so below.

	Species and ecosystems identified on the nursery

	A. Threatened and endangered species:


	B. Invasive species:



	C. Natural ecosystems (e.g., tallgrass prairie, oak woodland, wetland):



	D. Native vegetation:


	E. Native species:


	F. Ecosystems historically present:


	Threats related to biodiversity in cropped and uncropped/ungrazed/natural areas

	What threats to biodiversity currently exist on the nursery?
	Planned activities to address threats:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Opportunities related to biodiversity in cropped and uncropped/ungrazed/natural areas

	What opportunities exist on the nursery to improve biodiversity?
	Planned activities to build on opportunities

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Wildlife Habitat and Biodiversity Conservation Evaluation Criteria

	Continuing Education for Wildlife Habitat Conservation 

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery uses general interest Ag publications (newspapers and general newsletters, etc.) to learn about wildlife and habitat issues.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery uses technical, subject matter-specific information sources or participates in seminars for habitat management, ID of habitat types or native vegetation, fish or wildlife management, etc.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery participates (or has participated in the last 5 years) in on-nursery testing of wildlife habitat conservation strategies, or concepts to evaluate their performance.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has implemented proven wildlife habitat conservation strategies. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Habitat Conservation Improvements

	Check all that apply.
Low impact improvements that have been implemented

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Introduced insectary plants to encourage beneficial predator populations for IPM. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Established bird perches on field edges to encourage predatory birds.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leave standing deadwood for raptors and woodpeckers.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leave wolf trees/den trees for wildlife.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Built owl or bat boxes to establish predator populations.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Established native vegetation along unused areas, fencerows, etc.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Addressed terrestrial and aquatic habitat in a comprehensive nursery plan.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fallow fields left with plant cover to provide food, water, and/or cover; this includes cover crops, or crop residue left on soil surface.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Native plants used to landscape around buildings.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Limit disturbances to wildlife, especially during breeding season.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leave fields fallow for a year or more to provide wildlife habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 
High impact improvements that have been implemented

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery participates in set-aside programs such as “CRP” or Other, and manages this area for habitat potential.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery participates in WHIP or EQIP programs to conserve wildlife habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has set aside and not converted priority habitat and manages to protect the habitat value of this area.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Buffers have been established around aquatic areas with 25-foot minimum setbacks.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has established or maintained a new natural area in the last 10 years.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Riparian area has been adequately vegetated for water quality protection. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Windbreaks or hedgerows have been established.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Invasive/introduced plant species prevention and management 

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Management has knowledge of potential invasive species and has the ability to identify common invasive species.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Invasive species are controlled with prevention strategies.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Inventory of existing invasive species problems has been conducted.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has a policy or protocol designed to prevent establishment (not just control) of invasive species as problems arise.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery works with state/federal agencies (e.g., Dept. of Natural Resources, Dept. of Agriculture) to develop and implement control plans.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery discusses problems with neighbors to increase effectiveness of the control effort.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Threatened and endangered species protection

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery manager have knowledge of endangered species habitat on the nursery or in nearby areas. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manager can identify natural areas/habitat on the nursery suitable for locally listed threatened and endangered species and protects the habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery is designed not to impact threatened and endangered species habitat areas. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manager works with state/federal agencies (e.g. Dept. of Natural Resources, Dept. of Agriculture) to protect threatened and endangered species habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery participates in regional/statewide effort to recover endangered species on/off nursery.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Wildlife food, cover, and water

	Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tall grasses are un-mowed during wildlife migration or reproductive times.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vehicle traffic and activities around natural areas are limited during migration and reproductive times and/or when wildlife is present.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Management ensures that water resources on the nursery are protected from contamination from/by nursery operations.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wildlife crops for food are planted.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Field rotations include a fallow period specifically designed for wildlife habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ditch clearing is alternated from side to side, each year.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cover crops are planted to provide bird and other habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Field borders and/or windbreaks are maintained for habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Permaculture / perennial crop areas are included on the nursery.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If otherwise healthy, natural areas are maintained, undisturbed.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify): 


	Linking individual wildlife habitat conservation activities together

	Check all that apply.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery participates in watershed councils, soil and water districts, or other landscape activities promoted by state agencies, nursery organizations, non-profits, or similar groups.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has made habitat improvements in concert with nearby landowners or on their own to create large and/or connected patches of habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nursery has made habitat improvements as a part of a regional plan that includes other landowners. Check as appropriate:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Watershed council plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eco-regional plan (e.g., created by groups like The Nature Conservancy, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordinated resource management plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil and water district plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Statewide habitat/biodiversity plans 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify):



	Continual Improvement

	Background: Food Alliance Certified producers set goals and assess their progress toward these goals by monitoring for impacts of decisions on their nursery, family, employees and the environment. Food Alliance producers seek out new and innovative management techniques to integrate into their nursery management. They respect their neighbors and take steps where possible to prevent agricultural production from being a nuisance. When possible, they take leading roles in their communities by participating in community groups and industry associations, sharing information and expertise, and serving as mentors to others.

	Considering the Food Alliance evaluation criteria listed throughout this application, please describe improvement goals for your operation in one, three, and five years from now.

	One year: 



	Three years: 



	Five years: 



	The information provided in this application is accurate and true. I am the person responsible for the operational decisions of the nursery making this application, and I have knowledge of the information contained in this application. I understand that any misrepresentation of the operation described herein may be grounds for denying this application and/or removing my nursery from the Food Alliance certification program.

	Name: 
	Date: 

	Signature: 


	Licensing Agreement for Food Alliance Certification

	It is a condition of Food Alliance certification that all licensees sign agreement to the following conditions at application and on renewal of certification. 

	On Behalf of (Company name):

I agree to the statements given below.
	

	Name: 
	Date: 

	Signature: 

	As the designated representative of this operation, I hereby acknowledge and agree to the following: 

	1. General

	1.1 All parties responsible for compliance have read and understand the standards and policies of Food Alliance and confirm that requirements described therein will be observed for the term of certification, including labeling requirements. 

1.2 Information provided in the accompanying application and during the resulting inspection is accurate and fully describes this operation’s management practices to the best knowledge of the people supplying it.

1.3 This operation is fully responsible for adhering to all relevant local, state, national, and international laws. While Food Alliance may address related issues as part of the certification process, it is not Food Alliance’s responsibility to ensure that this operation is compliant with law. This operation shall in no way hold Food Alliance responsible for any failure to comply with law.

1.4 On request, this operation will make available to Food Alliance any reports, recommendations, licenses, etc. from statutory authorities.

1.5 This operation will inform Food Alliance of any current, recent (within the last 12 months) or pending investigations or prosecutions which may have a bearing on its certification.

1.6 This operation will notify Food Alliance promptly of any and all changes that may affect its certification status, including changes of ownership or management, or changes to production and storage facilities, products, composition and labeling of products, or operating procedures. Notification is required within one week for contamination or other events that might affect the integrity of Food Alliance Certified product claims. 

	2. Data Protection and Use of Information

	2.1  The information this operation provides in the application and inspection process will be treated as confidential by Food Alliance and its contracted inspectors. Confidentiality will be maintained regardless of the results of the certification inspection or the operation’s certification status. 
2.2  Food Alliance does maintain a list of certified entities that consent to have their contact information published or supplied to third parties, (e.g., other certified businesses, commercial food buyers, etc.). This information may also be published on Food Alliance’s website. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Please check this box if you DO NOT want to be included on this list.


	3. Sub-Contractors

	3.1 This operation will assure that all products sold as certified by Food Alliance comply with the requirements of the Food Alliance program.

3.2 A list and a description of the activities of all subcontractors involved in the production or preparation of Food Alliance certified products will be provided to Food Alliance, and this operation will ensure that subcontractors are inspected and certified by Food Alliance as appropriate. 

	4. Access

	4.1 This operation will provide access during normal working hours, for either arranged or unannounced visits, to 
       inspectors appointed and/or contracted by Food Alliance for the purpose of carrying out inspections and to 
       provide access to any areas or information deemed necessary for the purposes of the inspection. 

	5. Sampling

	5.1 This operation agrees to permit Food Alliance to take samples for testing of products or for checking production techniques or for detecting possible contamination by unauthorized ingredients and to provide the results of its own voluntary inspection and sampling programs on request.
5.2 

	6. Use of License and Food Alliance Certification Seal 

	6.1 I will make claims regarding certification only in respect to enterprises and products that comply with the 
       requirements of Food Alliance and for which certification has been granted. 
6.2 I will endeavor not to make any statement or claim regarding certification which Food Alliance may consider 
       misleading or unauthorized.

6.3 I will ensure that references to certification on packaging and marketing materials comply with the 
       requirements of Food Alliance by submitting them to Food Alliance for approval before use.

	7. Cancellation or Suspension of Certification

	7.1 This operation has the right to voluntarily withdraw from Food Alliance certification at any time without 
       penalty, notwithstanding costs incurred by Food Alliance for services rendered up until the time of voluntary 
       withdrawal. Voluntary withdrawals will be submitted in writing.

7.2 If this operation’s certification is terminated or suspended or if a crop or batch of produce/product loses its
        certified status, Food Alliance may publicize that fact.

7.3 Upon cancellation or suspension of Food Alliance certification, this operation will discontinue the use of all 
       marketing and other materials that contain reference to Food Alliance and return certification documents as 
       required by Food Alliance. Furthermore, this operation will inform buyers of certified products of its change in
        status in writing and in good time to ensure that references to Food Alliance certification are removed from 
       products in inventory.

	8. Payment of Fees

	8.1 This operation will pay all fees and costs related to certification as determined and published by Food Alliance.


	9. Use of Food Alliance Brand Collateral

	9.1 Food Alliance is the owner of the name ‘Food Alliance,’ of the Food Alliance certification seal, and of the 
       phrase ‘Food Alliance Certified.’ Use of the name ‘Food Alliance,’ of the Food Alliance certification seal, and of
        the phrase ‘Food Alliance Certified’ for commercial, promotional or educational purposes must be specifically 
       authorized by Food Alliance.

9.2 The Food Alliance certification seal may be used only for identification and promotion of Food Alliance 
       Certified products. The certification seal may be used on Food Alliance Certified products, on product 
       packaging and in point-of-sale materials for Food Alliance Certified products. All uses must be submitted to 
       Food Alliance for review and approval before production and distribution. Please allow at least 5 working days 
       for a response. Use of the Food Alliance certification seal for generic materials or promotions where viewers 
       may wrongly assume certification for non-certified products or facilities will not be approved.

9.3 Failure to seek approvals for use of Food Alliance brand collateral may be grounds for suspension or 
       revocation of certification.


Appendix 1
	Class Ia and Ib pesticides registered for use by the USEPA (See: The WHO recommended classification of pesticides by hazard and guidelines to classification: 2009.)

	EPA Reg No.
	Product Name
	WHO Mixture Class
	Chemical

Name

	5481-448
	AMVAC BIDRIN 8 WATER MISCIBLE INSECTICIDE               
	Ib
	Dicrotophos

	10163-95
	AZINPHOS METHYL TECHNICAL                       
	Ib
	Azinphos-methyl

	66330-233
	AZINPHOSMETHYL 50W                          
	Ib
	Azinphos-methyl

	5481-9032
	AZTEC 3.78% GRANULAR INSECTICIDE                   
	Ib
	Phostebupirim

	5481-9028
	AZTEC 4.67% GRANULAR                         
	Ib
	Phostebupirim

	5481-552
	BIDRIN XP                               
	Ib
	Dicrotophos

	100-987
	BRODIFACOUM TECHNICAL                         
	Ia
	Brodifacoum

	270-371
	BROMADIOLONE 2.5% CONCENTRATE                     
	Ib
	Bromadiolone

	270-374
	BROMADIOLONE TECHNICAL                        
	Ia
	Bromadiolone

	47629-9
	BROMETHALIN TECHNICAL                         
	Ia
	Bromethalin

	279-3060
	CARBOFURAN TECHNICAL                         
	Ib
	Carbofuran

	67760-43
	CHEMINOVA METHYL PARATHION 4 EC                    
	Ib
	Methyl parathion

	4787-33
	CHEMINOVA METHYL PARATHION TECHNICAL                 
	Ib
	Methyl parathion

	34704-259
	CLEAN CROP PHORATE 20G                        
	Ib
	Phorate

	13808-7
	COMPOUND 1080 LIVESTOCK PROTECTION COLLAR               
	Ib
	1080

	56228-26
	COMPOUND 1080 TECHNICAL (LPC)                     
	Ia
	1080

	47000-144
	CO-RAL COUMAPHOS 25% DUST BASE                    
	Ib
	Coumaphos

	11556-98
	CO-RAL COUMAPHOS FLOWABLE INSECTICIDE                 
	Ib
	Coumaphos

	11556-123
	CO-RAL PLUS INSECTICIDE CATTLE EAR TAG                
	Ib
	Coumaphos

	11556-148
	CORATHON                               
	Ib
	Coumaphos

	11678-53
	COTNION-METHYL                            
	Ib
	Azinphos-methyl

	66222-11
	COTNION-METHYL AZINPHOS METHYL 50W                  
	Ib
	Azinphos-methyl

	11556-11
	COUMAPHOS TECHNICAL                          
	Ib
	Coumaphos

	5481-545
	COUNTER 15G SYSTEMIC INSECTICIDE-NEMATICIDE              
	Ib
	Terbufos

	5481-562
	COUNTER 20G                              
	Ib
	Terbufos

	5481-547
	COUNTER CR                              
	Ib
	Terbufos

	5481-546
	COUNTER TECHNICAL POISON SOIL INSECTICIDE               
	Ia
	Terbufos

	5481-447
	DICROTOPHOS TECHNICAL                         
	Ib
	Dicrotophos

	47629-12
	DIFENACOUM TECHNICAL                         
	Ia
	Difenacoum

	7173-204
	DIFETHIALONE TECHNICAL                        
	Ia
	Difethialone

	61282-5
	DIPHACINONE, TECHNICAL GRADE FOR MANUFACTURING ONLY          
	Ia
	Diphacinone

	352-361
	DU PONT METHOMYL COMPOSITION                     
	Ib
	Methomyl

	5481-492
	DUPONT FORTRESS TECHNICAL                       
	Ia
	Chlorethoxyphos

	352-342
	DUPONT LANNATE SP INSECTICIDE                     
	Ib
	Methomyl

	352-366
	DUPONT METHOMYL TECHNICAL                       
	Ib
	Methomyl

	352-400
	DUPONT OXAMYL TECHNICAL 42 INSECTICIDE/NEMATICIDE           
	Ib
	Oxamyl

	EPA Reg No.
	Product Name
	WHO Mixture Classification
	Chemical

Name

	5481-9043
	ETHOPROP TECHNICAL                          
	Ib
	Ethoprop

	5481-493
	FORTRESS 5G GRANULAR INSECTICIDE                   
	Ib
	Chlorethoxyphos

	279-2876
	FURADAN 4F INSECTICIDE/NEMATICIDE                   
	Ib
	Carbofuran

	279-3038
	FURADAN 85 DB                             
	Ib
	Carbofuran

	279-3310
	FURADAN LFR INSECTICIDE/NEMATICIDE                  
	Ib
	Carbofuran

	10163-78
	GOWAN AZINPHOS-M 50 WSB                        
	Ib
	Azinphos-methyl

	66222-162
	GUTHION SOLUPAK 50% WETTABLE POWDER INSECTICIDE            
	Ib
	Azinphos-methyl

	11678-70
	GUTHION TECHNICAL INSECTICIDE                     
	Ib
	Azinphos-methyl

	61282-38
	HOPKINS COV-R-TOX ENCAPSULATED WARFARIN - 50% TECHNICAL        
	Ib
	Warfarin

	61282-39
	HOPKINS WARFARIN TECHNICAL RODENTICIDE                
	Ib
	Warfarin

	13808-8
	M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES                         
	Ib
	Sodium cyanide

	33858-2
	M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES                         
	Ib
	Sodium cyanide

	35975-2
	M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES                         
	Ib
	Sodium cyanide

	35978-1
	M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES                         
	Ib
	Sodium cyanide

	39260-1
	M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES                         
	Ib
	Sodium cyanide

	39508-1
	M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES                         
	Ib
	Sodium cyanide

	56228-15
	M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES                         
	Ib
	Sodium cyanide

	56228-32
	M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES ARCTIC FOX                   
	Ib
	Sodium cyanide

	10707-10
	MAGNACIDE B MICROBIOCIDE                       
	Ib
	Acrolein

	10707-9
	MAGNACIDE H HERBICIDE                         
	Ib
	Acrolein

	7173-174
	MAKI TECHNICAL                            
	Ia
	Bromadiolone

	7946-11
	MAUGET INJECT-A-CIDE B                        
	Ib
	Dicrotophos

	10163-252
	MESUROL 75 WDG                            
	Ib
	Methiocarb

	10163-229
	MESUROL 75% CONCENTRATE                        
	Ib
	Methiocarb

	56228-33
	MESUROL 75% WETTABLE POWDER AVERSIVE CONDITIONING EGG TREATMENT    
	Ib
	Methiocarb

	10163-231
	MESUROL 75-W                             
	Ib
	Methiocarb

	10163-230
	MESUROL TECHNICAL INSECTICIDE                     
	Ib
	Methiocarb

	100-530
	METHIDATHION TECHNICAL                        
	Ib
	Methidathion

	10163-245
	METHIDATHION TECHNICAL                        
	Ib
	Methidathion

	5481-9041
	MOCAP EC NEMATICIDE - INSECTICIDE                   
	Ib
	Ethoprop

	279-2862
	NIAGARA FURADAN 75 BASE                        
	Ib
	Carbofuran

	5481-8980
	PHORATE 20 G                             
	Ib
	Phorate

	9779-293
	PHORATE 20-G                             
	Ib
	Phorate

	5481-8979
	PHORATE TECHNICAL INSECTICIDE                     
	Ia
	Phorate

	83100-28
	ROTAM METHOMYL 90SP INSECTICIDE                    
	Ib
	Methomyl

	81598-9
	ROTAM METHOMYL TECHNICAL                       
	Ib
	Methomyl

	7173-75
	ROZOL RODENTICIDE TECHNICAL POWDER                  
	Ia
	Chlorophacinone

	72500-15
	SLN PHARMACHEM WARFARIN                        
	Ib
	Warfarin

	5481-561
	SMARTCHOICE 5G                            
	Ib
	Chlorethoxyphos

	35975-4
	SODIUM FLUOROACETATE (COMPOUND 1080) LIVESTOCK PROTECTION COLLAR   
	Ib
	1080

	EPA Reg No.
	Product Name
	WHO Mixture Classification
	Chemical

Name

	35978-8
	SODIUM FLUOROACETATE (COMPOUND 1080) LIVESTOCK PROTECTION COLLAR   
	Ib
	1080

	39508-2
	SODIUM FLUOROACETATE (COMPOUND 1080) LIVESTOCK PROTECTION COLLAR   
	Ib
	1080

	46779-1
	SODIUM FLUOROACETATE (COMPOUND 1080) LIVESTOCK PROTECTION COLLAR   
	Ib
	1080

	56228-22
	SODIUM FLUOROACETATE (COMPOUND 1080) LIVESTOCK PROTECTION COLLAR   
	Ib
	1080

	36029-14
	STRYCHNINE ALKALOID N.F.                       
	Ib
	Strychnine

	27995-1
	STRYCHNINE ALKALOID N.F. POWDER                    
	Ib
	Strychnine

	37259-1
	STRYCHNINE ALKALOID NFX                        
	Ib
	Strychnine

	5481-9031
	TEBUPIRIMPHOS TECHNICAL                        
	Ia
	Phostebupirim

	12455-88
	TECHNICAL BRODIFACOUM                         
	Ia
	Brodifacoum

	12455-70
	TECHNICAL BROMADIOLONE                        
	Ia
	Bromadiolone

	12455-92
	TECHNICAL BROMETHALIN                         
	Ia
	Bromethalin

	12455-25
	TECHNICAL DIPHACINONE                         
	Ia
	Diphacinone

	61282-1
	TECHNICAL DIPHACINONE                         
	Ia
	Diphacinone

	12455-26
	TECHNICAL WARFARIN                          
	Ib
	Warfarin

	100-1015
	TEFLUTHRIN TECHNICAL                         
	Ib
	Tefluthrin

	264-330
	TEMIK BRAND 15G ALDICARB PESTICIDE                  
	Ib
	Aldicarb

	5481-526
	THIMET 10-G SOIL AND SYSTEMIC INSECTICIDE               
	Ib
	Phorate

	5481-527
	THIMET 15-G SOIL AND SYSTEMIC INSECTICIDE               
	Ib
	Phorate

	5481-530
	THIMET 20-G                              
	Ib
	Phorate

	5481-528
	THIMET MC - 85 FOR MANUFACTURING PURPOSES ONLY            
	Ia
	Phorate

	5481-529
	THIMET TECHNICAL FOR MANUFACTURING PURPOSES ONLY           
	Ia
	Phorate

	352-532
	VYDATE C-LV INSECTICIDE/NEMATICIDE                  
	Ib
	Oxamyl

	352-372
	VYDATE L INSECTICIDE/NEMATICIDE                    
	Ib
	Oxamyl

	69826-1
	WARFARIN TECHNICAL                          
	Ib
	Warfarin

	3282-32
	WINCON WARFARIN TECHNICAL                       
	Ib
	Warfarin

	61282-3
	ZINC PHOSPHIDE 93                           
	Ib
	Zinc phosphide

	NOTE: WHO classification is based on acute risks to human health. 

Class Ia = extremely hazardous                    Class Ib = highly hazardous. 
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