
Food Alliance operates a voluntary third-party 

certification program that verifies sustainability 

practices  for farms, ranches, food packers, processors 

and distributors. Operations that meet Food Alliance 

standards use certification to differentiate products, 

strengthen brands, and support credible claims for social 

and environmental responsibility.

Started as a project of Oregon State University, 

Washington State University, and the Washington 

State Department of Agriculture, Food Alliance was 

incorporated as an independent non-profit  

organization in 1997.

Food Alliance launched its farm and ranch certification 

program in 1998 with a single apple grower selling 

in three local grocery stores. Today, from offices in 

Oregon, Minnesota and Pennsylvania, Food Alliance 

serves over 300 certified farms and hanlding facilities 

in 23 U.S. states, Canada and Mexico. These producers 

manage nearly 6.5 million acres, raising beef, lamb, 

pork, poultry, eggs, dairy products, mushrooms, grains, 

legumes, and a wide variety of fruits and vegetables. 

North America’s comprehensive 
certification for sustainability in 
agriculture and the food industry

Food Alliance works at the juncture of science, business, and values to define and promote 
sustainability in agriculture and the food industry, and to ensure safe and fair working 
conditions, humane treatment of animals, and careful stewardship of ecosystems.
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“As organic goes mainstream, we have to 
continue to differentiate in ways that look more 
broadly at how food is raised and processed. 
Consumers are growing concerned about 
other important issues, like humane animal 
treatment, that aren’t currently addressed 
under organic standards. If we want to talk 
about sustainability, we have to go beyond 
organic. Food Alliance gives us that.”

-Bob Willis, Owner, 
Cedar Grove Cheese

Standards for Processors & Distributors

Standards for Farms & Ranches



The large majority of Food Alliance certified farms and 

ranches are family-scale operations where agriculture 

is the sole occupation and chief source of income of 

the owner. Such farms and ranches are critical to the 

character and the economic and ecological sustainability 

of rural communities. 

Food Alliance certification helps farmers and ranchers 

successfully target niche markets by differentiating and 

adding value to products. Food Alliance introduced a 

certification for food handlers in 2006 to create new 

market opportunities for participating farmers and 

ranchers, and has since certified more than 20 fruit, 

vegetable, dairy and meat processing facilities, and five 

distribution facilities. To increase demand for certified 

products, Food Alliance has also forged relationships 

with a wide variety of commercial food buyers such 

as grocery stores, restaurant chains, and food service 

companies. These include local, regional and national 

businesses that purchase and promote certified products.

With cumulative sales of Food Alliance certified products 

now exceeding $450 million, participating farmers and 

ranchers report positive customer feedback, increased 

customer loyalty, new markets, sales increases, access to 

contracts, and price premiums.
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A Growing Concern:  
Acres Under Food Alliance Certification 

(6.4 Million Acres as of January 2011)
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“Food Alliance certification is a very pragmatic 
approach to continually improving your 
operation. The questions the inspector asked 
were questions we should have been asking 
ourselves anyway. The inspection helped us see 
and appreciate all the good things we are doing, 
which has given us more to talk about with  
our customers.”

-Brian Kenny, Manager, 
Hearst Ranch Beef

“I have been impressed at Food Alliance’s 
practical knowledge of agriculture and the 
food industry, and their pragmatic approach to 
developing markets for certified products. We are 
keenly interested in offering more Food Alliance 
certified products.”

-Jeffrey Pente, Senior Director,  
Culinary Development & Systems, Sodexo

“We recognize environmental performance as 
another dimension of quality that adds value 
for our customers. Food Alliance certification 
helps us tell that environmental story in a  
credible way.”

-Tom Grebb, President, 
Central Bean Company 


